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Program Description

The Cultural and Aesthetic Grant Program, administered by the Montana Arts Council (MAC), is funded by the interest
from a statutory trust which receives coal severance tax revenues.  By statute, the interest from the Cultural Trust is to be
appropriated for protection of works of art in the State Capitol and for other cultural and aesthetic (C&A) projects (15-
35-108, MCA).

Grant applications for cultural and aesthetic projects are submitted to MAC on a biennial basis.  Eligible applicants
include the state of Montana and regional, county, city, town or Indian tribal governments.  A 16-member Cultural and
Aesthetic Projects Advisory Committee (CAPAC), with eight members appointed by the Montana Arts Council and
eight appointed by the Montana Historical Society, reviews each application.  CAPAC prioritizes the requests and makes
funding recommendations to the legislature as part of the Executive Budget.  All grants require legislative approval in
accordance with Title 22, Chapter 2, Part 3 of the MCA.

Table 15 details the history of the Cultural and
Aesthetic project account.

Summary of Legislative Action

As passed by the 1999 legislature, HB 9 appropriates
Cultural Trust interest earnings deposited into the C&A
project account for two specific purposes.  The first
priority funding is a $15,000 appropriation to the
Montana Historical Society for the care and
conservation of capitol complex artwork in accordance
with 5-11-115, MCA.  The second priority is for 79
C&A grant awards totaling $958,100.  These awards
are listed in Table 16 on the following page in priority
order.

A major change from previous legislatures is the
appropriation of $600,000 state general fund in HB 9 to
the MAC for Cultural & Aesthetic grant support.  The
justification for authorizing general fund support
results from the 55th Legislature using approximately
one-half of the Cultural Trust corpus to purchase
Virginia and Nevada City properties in 1997.  The
short-term effect of that action was to reduce the ability
of the Cultural Trust to earn interest that is transferred
to the C&A project account.

Executive Budget Comparison

The Executive Budget recommended funding 86
projects at a total cost of $1.26 million.  Because Cultural & Aesthetic project account revenues were projected to be
substantially less than previous biennia, the Executive Budget also included a one-time $670,000 general fund
appropriation.  Even with the proposed general fund subsidy, total project costs exceeded projected revenues.  As a
result, the Executive Budget recommended a provision be included in HB 9 to accommodate expenditure reductions in
the event of revenue shortfalls.

Table 15
History of Cultural and Aesthetic Project Account

Funds Funds #  of

Biennium Appropriated Expended Projects

1979 50,000$          50,000$         1

1981 140,000$        140,000$       3

1983 641,680$        602,042$       15

1985 823,479$        810,704$       39

1987 1,476,511$     1,414,114$    63
1989 1,211,817$     1,099,290$    53

1991 1,298,788$     1,184,661$    65

1993 1,551,323$     1,531,239$    88

1995 1,706,735$     1,267,952$    93

1997 857,926$        852,003$       77
1999 1,489,453$     1,422,299$    Est. 81

2001 644,000$        * n/a 79
*Excludes $600,000 general fund appropriation approved by the 56th 
Legislature.
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The legislature reduced the number of projects funded from 86 to 79 and reduced nearly all of the grant
recommendations to bring anticipated expenditures within anticipated revenues and a smaller-than-requested general
fund subsidy.  Executive-proposed language to reduce grant awards on a prorata basis in the event of a revenue shortfall
was also endorsed by the 1999 legislature.

Amount Cumulative Amount Cumulative
Rank Applicant Authorized Total Rank Applicant Authorized Total

Special Projects - $4,500 or less 26 Bitter Root RC & D Area, Inc. 4,000$         428,500$      

1 Bonnie Cypher, S. Morehouse, C. Schaeffer 1,100$      1,100$        27 Bertha Kassing 4,000$         432,500$      

2 Montana Preservation Alliance 5,000$      6,100$        28 Spring Meadow Resources, Inc. 9,000$         441,500$      

3 Museums Association of Montana 4,000$      10,100$      Operational Support

4 Montana Agricultural Center and Museum 4,400$      14,500$      1 Writer's Voice of the Billings YMCA 22,000$       463,500$      

5 Butte Symphony Orchestra 3,300$      17,800$      2 Custer County Art Center 17,300$       480,800$      

6 Yellowstone Ballet Company 5,000$      22,800$      3 Vigilante Players, Inc. 20,000$       500,800$      

7 Montana Watercolor Society 3,000$      25,800$      4 Carbon County Historical Society 16,000$       516,800$      

8 International Choral Festival, Inc. 4,000$      29,800$      5 Helena Presents, Inc. 32,000$       548,800$      

9 Blackfeet Tribe 5,000$      34,800$      6 Montana Arts 22,000$       570,800$      

10 Anaconda-Deer Lodge Co. Historical Soc. 1,200$      36,000$      7 Montana Art Gallery Directors Assn. 24,400$       595,200$      

11 Council for the Arts, Inc., Lincoln 3,000$      39,000$      8 Montana Shakespeare in the Parks 21,000$       616,200$      

12 Charlo School District 7J 2,000$      41,000$      9 Montana Transport Company 12,000$       628,200$      

13 Heron Players 3,000$      44,000$      10 Yellowstone Art Museum 28,000$       656,200$      

14 Libby Fine Arts Group, Inc. 1,200$      45,200$      11 Great Falls Symphony Assn, Inc. 12,000$       668,200$      

15 Inst. for Afr./Am. Folk Culture/Alan Thompson 4,000$      49,200$      12 Butte Center for the Performing Arts 16,000$       684,200$      

Special Projects 13 Archie Bray Foundation for the Ceramic Arts 17,300$       701,500$      

1 Montana Committee for the Humanities 32,000$    81,200$      14 Alberta Bair Theater 10,000$       711,500$      

2 Rattlesnake Productions, Inc. 16,000$    97,200$      15 Garden City Ballet of Montana 4,000$         715,500$      

3 MT State Hist. Soc. Records Adv. Board 24,000$    121,200$    16 Billings Symphony Society 16,000$       731,500$      

4 Montana Repertory Theatre 32,000$    153,200$    17 Young Audiences of Western Montana 10,000$       741,500$      

5 Hockaday Museum of Art 20,000$    173,200$    18 Montana Dance Arts Assn. 5,000$         746,500$      

6 Missoula Children's Theatre, Inc. 32,000$    205,200$    19 Holter Museum of Art 16,000$       762,500$      

7 Montana Performing Arts Consortium 24,000$    229,200$    20 Montana Association of Symphony Orchestras 12,000$       774,500$      

8 Glacier Orchestra and Chorale 16,000$    245,200$    21 Montana Ballet Company 8,000$         782,500$      

9 Western Heritage Center 12,000$    257,200$    22 Artists Group 6,300$         788,800$      

10 Miles Community College 5,000$      262,200$    23 Bozeman Symphony Society 8,000$         796,800$      

11 Whitefish Theatre Company 15,000$    277,200$    24 Helena Art Center 6,300$         803,100$      

12 Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art 21,000$    298,200$    25 Montana Chorale 6,000$         809,100$      

13 Montana Historic Quilt Project 5,000$      303,200$    26 Little Red School House, Inc. 6,000$         815,100$      

14 Helena Symphony Society 10,200$    313,400$    27 Montanans for Quality Television 3,000$         818,100$      

15 Yellowstone County Museum Foundation 13,400$    326,800$    Capital Expenditure

16 Wakina Sky Learning Circle 4,000$      330,800$    1 Art Museum of Missoula 11,000$       829,100$      

17 Montana Indian Art & Culture Assn. 12,000$    342,800$    2 Cascade County Historical Society 24,000$       853,100$      

18 Gallatin County Historical Society 14,200$    357,000$    3 Fort Peck Fine Arts Council 15,000$       868,100$      

19 Missoula Symphony Association 9,400$      366,400$    4 Billings Preservation Society 24,000$       892,100$      

20 Very Special Arts Montana 7,100$      373,500$    5 C. M. Russell Museum 28,000$       920,100$      

21 Meadowlark Fund 20,000$    393,500$    6 Emerson, Inc. 16,000$       936,100$      

22 Montana State University--Billings 6,000$      399,500$    7 Arlee Historical Society, Inc. 3,000$         939,100$      

23 Museum of Fine Arts, University of Montana 12,000$    411,500$    8 Hamilton Players, Inc. 12,000$       951,100$      

24 Montana Alliance for Arts Education 8,000$      419,500$    9 Performing Arts Advisory Board: WMC--UM 7,000$         958,100$      

25 Broadwater Prod. dba Grandstreet Theatre 5,000$      424,500$    
Totals 958,100$     958,100$      

Table 16

House Bill  9 Cultural & Aesthetic Grants Program - 2001 Biennium
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Funding

Table 17 shows the projected funding for the
Cultural & Aesthetic project account for the 2001
biennium.  The beginning fund balance is
estimated to be zero because revenues are
projected to be less than total appropriations in the
1999 biennium.  Interest income from the coal
tax-funded Cultural Trust is projected to be
$644,000 for the 2001 biennium.  The allocation
of coal tax revenue to the C&A project account
was a temporary allocation effective for the 1999
biennium only.  Therefore, in the 2001 biennium,
the only revenue deposited to the C&A project
account is interest income earned on the Cultural
Trust.

Projected expenditures from the Cultural &
Aesthetic project account are included in HB 9
(Cultural & Aesthetic grants) and 2 (the general
appropriations act).  As previously noted, the first
priority in HB 9 is the $15,000 appropriation to
the Montana Historical Society for the care and
conservation of capitol complex artwork.  HB9
provides for the review of this appropriation in

fiscal year 2001 to determine if it should continue in future biennia.  In addition, Table 17 shows expenditures from the
C&A project account of $261,839 for Administration and Folklife.  This appropriation is made to MAC in HB 2, and the
amount is based on the estimated costs that MAC incurs to administer the C&A grant program and the Montana Folklife
program.

Cultural & Aesthetic Project Account
2001 Biennium Fund Balance Projection

Estimated Beginning Fund Balance -$                    

Revenue Projections*
Fiscal 2000 Interest 315,000$       

Fiscal 2001 Interest 329,000$       
     Total Funds Available 644,000$            

Proposed Expenditures
Administration and Folklife (HB2) 261,839$       

Capitol Complex Artwork (HB9) 15,000$         
Grants (HB9) 958,100$       

     Total Expenditures (1,234,939)$        

Projected Ending Fund Balance (590,939)$           

General Fund Appropriation (HB9) 600,000$            
Projected Ending Fund Balance 9,061$                

*Based on House Joint Resolution 2 assumptions.

Table 17


